Early Literacy At Home
Spring has Sprung!

March 2021
Dear Families,

Spring is almost here - right? We hope you've been staying warm and
getting outside. This month's kit has some festive spring counting activities
and a spring pattern project! We also have a fun fresh fruit "pizza" recipe
to try at home!

With the weather growing warmer and the snow disappearing, it is
becoming easier to visit the park, go for a walk, and maybe visit the
library! We are open for browsing; families can wander the children's
room looking for books as you like - just wear your mask!

If you'd prefer, we can pick out some books for you. Give us a call at 860-
267-6621, and we can prepare a bundle of books at a reading level or
topic of your choice. Some fun kits we've put together lately include
rainforests, fire trucks, and a personal favorite, spooky stories for
preschoolers! Books can be picked up in person or at our curbside rack.

Happy spring!

Nicole & April
Children's Department
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Daily literacy-bvuilding
activities to share with your child.
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Playing to learn new words.

Play is one of the best ways for children to learn language and literacy skills. Play
helps children feel a sense of accomplishment and self-confidence. This motivates
them to try new experiences and not to give up when something seems difficult.

Also, it's fun!

FIVE LITTLE FROGGIES

Five little froggies sat on a shore.
(Crouch like a frog)

One went for a swim, then there were four.
(Pretend to leap and swim off)

Four little froggies
(Crouch like a frog)

Looked out to sea.
(Put your hand at brow and look out to sea)

One went swimming, and then there were three.
(Pretend to leap and swim off)

Three little froggies said, “What can we do?"

One jumped in the water, then there were two.
(Pretend to leap and swim off)

Two little froggies sat in the sun.
(Crouch like a frog)

One swam off, and then there was one,
(Pretend to leap and swim off)

One little froggie said “This is no fun!”

He dived in the water, and then there were none!
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OLD MACDONALD HAD A FARM

0ld MacDonald had a farm
E-I-E-1-0

And on that farm he had a [animal name]
E-I-E-I-0

With a [animal noise twice] here and a
[animal noise twice] there

Here a [animal noise], there a [animal noise],
everywhere a [animal noise twice]

0ld MacDonald had a farm
E-I-E-1-0

THE HOKEY POKEY
You put your right foot in

You take your right foot out.
You put your right foot in

And you shake it all about.
You do the hokey pokey

And you turn yourself around.
That's what it's all about.

REPEAT WITH "LEFT FOOT,” "RIGHT HAND,” “LEFT HAND,"
AND “WHOLE SELF"!

Books to Read
this Month

Check out these books at the library. If they are not available,
ask the librarian for a recommendation.

FOR READERS AGES 0-3

Higher, Higher
by Leslie Patricelli

Making Faces—A First Book of Emotions
by Abrams Appleseed

FOR READERS AGES 3+

Mae Among the Stars
by Roda Ahmed

Hooray for Birds
by Lucy Cousins
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Talking is one of the best ways for children to
learn new words.

Speak to your child often during the day and try to use many different words to

express your ideas. Children love to imitate, and they will try to imitate your speech.

Chances to chat include while you are getting dressed in the morning, eating
breakfast, riding in the car, walking from the car to a store, playing together, doing
chores, taking a bath, going to bed, and while saying goodnight. Ask lots of open-
ended questions, those that require more than a yes or no answer.

RAIN, RAIN, GO AWAY
Rain, Rain,

Go away;

Come again,

Another day;

Little [child's name] wants to play

Sing to the tune “Frére Jacques”

| hear thunder, | hear thunder. . n

(Pound hands gently on floor or lap)

Listen, don't you? Listen, don't you?
(Cup hand to ear) \
[ ]
Pitter, patter raindrops; pitter, patter raindrops; '

(Wiggle fingers in falling motion in front of face) ’

| HEAR THUNDER J= ﬁ

I'm wet through,
(Shake body)

So are you!
(Tickle your child)

Books to Read
this Month

Check out these books at the library. If they are not available,
ask the librarian for a recommendation.

FOR READERS AGES 0-3

Weather
by Jill McDonald

Dream Big, Little One
by Vashti Harrison

FOR
READERS
AGES 3+

Cat & Mouse
by Britta Teckentrup

Bear Came Along
by Richard T. Morris
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The sun is shining bright.
The sun is shining bright.
Oh how | love the warmth.
The sun is shining bright!

Spring has sprung, so it is time for
some fresh fruity snacks! You will

need adult hands for this tasty

. LR The rain is falling down.

|V\9Tedle“‘\'s The rain is falling down.

« Wasa Crispbreads Oh how | love the sound.

(or your favorite whole-grain cracker) The rain is falling down!

e 1/2 cup Cream Cheese

« 3 Tbsp Honey The flowers start to bloom.
o Strawberries, Blueberries, The flowers start to bloom.

Kiwi, and Raspberries (or any other Oh how I love the sight.
fresh fruit you |ike!) The flowers start to bloom!

Ingtyuchiong

1. Mix the honey and cream
cheese.

2. Spread an even amount onto
each cracker.

3. Chop the fruit into small
pieces and top the crackers.

4. Enjoy!
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How Many Flowers?

Count the pictures, and write the number!




Finish the Pattern!

Cut the pictures on the bottom, and glue them in the pattern
they belong to!




